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Appropriated by local authority arts/sports service delivery agendas, 

rendered toothless in the 1980's

Who am I and What is Fablevision? 

From the 1960s, when artists empowered local people in Central 
Scotland housing-schemes like Easterhouse and Craigmillar, 

Local people have engaged in co-created future spaces and places that respect 
identity of place and its heritage. 

Even in housing schemes like Easterhouse and Craigmiller, apparently devoid 
of heritage, local people were fiercely proud of their intangible cultural 

heritage: 
stories of their unique working class culture, their families, struggles and 

achievements.

”

Image from “The Unsent Bard of Easterhouse



What do I mean by Cultural Planning?

- understanding culture broadly 
- mapping local assets 
- combining heritage, memory, environment, creativity    
and community knowledge 
- creating place through participation 

Image from “The Unsent Bard of Easterhouse





‘Govan has had two eras of greatness – 

and that is two more than most places’

Professor Stephen Driscoll



































RESULT:
Planning for housing rejected on
grounds of flood risk and lack of

heritage sensitivity leaving the 
Question “What Next?”  

Memory of Water: 2018-20

Artist tsBeall 
(Longitudinal Participatory

Practices: Hidden Histories) 

tsBeall 
With Strong Women of Clydeside

Suffragettes and Protest, 

Artwalks (2018)



And Finally

A single question:

If culture helps communities imagine better futures, what governance

and ownership structures are needed to make those futures possible?

The challenge for cultural planning is not simply participation. 

It is power.



âﾝŒ 
THE SHOW PEOPLE OF GOVAN ON THE CLYDE AND DUMFRIES ON THE RIVER NITH 





 

- Govan Docks Regeneration Trust 

- Govan Docks Trust

- The Outcome and the Difficult Questions

What We Learned: 

Ownership Matters

• A Comparison with the Nordic Experience
                               ‘

    The Governance Challenge



And Finally

A single question:

If culture helps communities imagine better futures, what governance

and ownership structures are needed to make those futures possible?

The challenge for cultural planning is not simply participation. 

It is power.



Thank You! 

www.fablevision.uk
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